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The Board of Directors for the Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers (CCPDT) is disappointed to learn of 

plans to air a show featuring Mr. Cesar Milan as the dog training expert. To use a dog trainer that has not achieved 

independent, professional credentials in the industry to speak to the masses about dog training does an injustice to the 

thousands of credentialed professionals who are available to do so. In addition, Mr. Milan does not demonstrate 

adherence to current science-based information or the standard of care recommended and followed by credentialed dog 

training and behavior professionals. We join in the objections to airing a program featuring Mr. Milan. 

 The Certification Council for Professional Dog Trainers, Inc. serves to establish and maintain a recognized level of 

competence in dog training by certifying professional trainers through criteria based on standardized testing, experience 

and continuing education. Since 2001, the CCPDT has been at the leading edge of providing independent, 

psychometrically sound examinations of professional dog trainers. Certification is granted only after a candidate meets 

minimum experience-based criteria and passes a certification examination proctored by independent agencies.  

 Our certificants adhere to a strict code of ethics and strive to maintain the most up-to-date knowledge of the science of 

dog training by meeting minimum continuing education requirements and renewing their certification every three years. 

Our guiding principles recognize the importance of adhering to current science-based and humane training methods. We 

encourage our certificants to adhere to a Humane Hierarchy when making training decisions which encourages the use 

of positive reinforcement based training before employing the use of any type of aversive. For more information you 

can see our Humane Hierarchy Position Statement on our website (www.ccpdt.org). 

 Many of Mr. Milan's practices have been proven to be dangerous and are not in line with the science-based training that 

is practiced by today's credentialed professionals. It is not acceptable to endorse a non-credentialed professional as the 

"expert" in the industry. We are sure that there are many credentialed professionals who would be willing and 

appropriate to educate the pet owning public about current, science-based dog training methods, techniques and tools. In 

fact, there are many studies available that show that using aversives and other methods as used by Mr. Milan on a 

regular basis are NOT necessary, nor ever the first step, to train a dog or to modify dog behavior. There are many 

successful, educated and credentialed professionals from all over the world who rarely, if ever, use such methods, but 

rather prefer a science-based approach rooted in positive reinforcement. 

 It is because of our high standards that we are confident our certificants, Certified Professional Dog Trainers - 

Knowledge Assessed, have a strong foundation in ethology, learning theory, instruction skills and other core domains. 

Worldwide, there are 1,749 CPDT-KAs in 13 countries.  Mr. Milan is not one of those certificants. 

 We would encourage you to look, not for a celebrity who trains dogs as the "expert" in dog training, but for a 

credentialed training and behavior professional who can educate the public about the current science behind successful 

dog training and behavior modification. 

 The CCPDT Board of Directors does hope that you reconsider your decision to air this program.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

CCPDT Board of Directors 

Miranda K. Workman (President), Cara Shannon (Vice President), Jan Czaja, Nicole Johnston, Brad Phifer,  

Cissy Sumner, Audrey Tucker, Marilyn Wolf, Jennifer Herrick 


